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in

society.
HERE is really very llttlo society to
talk about jus* now, as most of it
has gone abroad, and if a New York¬

er, or Bostonlau, or philadelphian-for even

in Philadelphia a few people are really
smart.desires to keep in touch with the

sparkle crowd, Sheptaeard's, or the Ghezi-
reh in Cairo, the Riviera Palace at

Nice, out Clmiez way. or the Hotel de
Paris at Monte Carlo is about the best of

bunting grounds. Perhaps the best of them
Is Shepheard's, for this season the gay
world and his wife are in Egypt, and where
the gay world is there will the golden
Americans gather. The most notable pair
who have this Winter contrasted silent

Egypt, gray with age, with the whirl and
gutter of our Western life are the Duke
and Duchess of Marlborough, who have
been doing the tourist Nile and being
viewed by stony-faced temples and statues,
to say nothing of the Sphinr, which al¬

ways makes our modern civilization feel so

paltry, and buying a shipload of curios for
the further adornment of Blenheim, and
most probably for the benefit of "Fa»>Away
Moses" and the manufacturers of antiqui¬
ties for whom Moses sells. For, sad to saj,
wiles of the Oriental merchant are many
and the ways of the bazaar are dark, and
truth is not in any ^of jhem.
The Oliver Iselins, too, have been sailing

on the Nile, exchanging the delights of 20-
foot deep Defender in a stiff blow for the
softer jovs of a lazy dahabeah, but ^fter
their custom still sticking to the water,
for even when not actually atioat the Oli¬
ver Iselins live in a house.founded on a

rock whose toes salt water laves.

The recent Khedivlal ball gathered to¬

gether about as many known New Yorkers
as would have been seen at a Patriarch:
The Laurence Turnures, Judge and Mrs.
Fearn and Mrs. S. B. French. Mrs. L. Q.
Jo-ies. Mr. and Mrs. Sands, Mrs. and Miss
Elliott Shepard, the Oliver Iselins, the
Victor Sorr-hons. Mrs. Corning, the Richard
Gilders, the Ogdens. Mr. and Mrs. Henry
White, the Frederic Bronsons, Mr. and
Mrs. Mason Bey (Colonel Mason is Mc-
iViiti^ Mason of Virginia, nephew of Com¬
missioner Mason, and has doue many years
of valuable service to Egypt); also Mrs.
Herbert L. Washington, Mr. McKim, Mr.
Hnrgous and Colonel Judd and many
others were present. Ami what would
have been astounding in the old days, a
Mohammedan prince danced with a woman
of the unbelievers an Englishman, Mrs.
Caton Wnodville by name. Times have
ctnng'Hl in Egypt in many ways, but when-
over the vice regal family does anything,
It does it with the show and flash that ever
characterizes their house. They also seem
to have preserved their jewels, which is
odd. all things considered. It always
makes me break the tenth commandment
n hen I think of the vice regal gems. Ah!
those lovely filagree Zarfs lncruated with
rubies or diamonds, and those great amber
mouthpieces with their precious collar¬
ettes. How tame coffee in an ordinary
cup and it pipe seem after them.*

*
«

Mr. and Miss Van Rensselaer and Mr.
and Mrs. Alexander Pell have been spend-
i> * ihe Winter months at Biarritz.

That section of our society which quite
recently betook Itself to the Riviera in
quest of sunshine, palms and semi-tropical
surroundings, generally has, so far met
vith sore disappointment. The mistral has

1 een !u control of things for a couple of
Vceks and wild deluges of,.wind have tossed
the trevH about and beaten the sea Into
f ;am and fury. In tact, the boldest yachts-
neu have beer, daunted and the racing has
been a failure. However, mistral to the
contrary, two-thirds of the fashionable peo¬
ple of our cities uave congregated, come
and gone, or still remain there, and the
lersoiiilel of the scene suggests Indifferent¬
ly the Hotel Walclorf or the sunny side of
the Boulevard' des Capucl.Ds. The great
piazza, enclosed In glass and converted Into
a Winter garden, with greeneries and flow¬
ers galore, of the Riviera Palace Hotel. Is
the common centre of gathering for after¬
noon tea, and here one meets such women
of the world as Mrs. I'aget, nee Stevens,
chle as ever in dress and clever as she al¬
ways was in conversation. With Mrs.
Paget Is Mr. and Mrs. Almeric Paget, the
daughter of ex-Secretary Whitney; the Og-den Goelets, the O. H. P. Belmonts, the
Dlosmorcs, Mantou Marble and his young
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"that is not absolutely necessary. One
can keep the dare on one's tablets."

* .
*

I have no doubt of the success of the

alnateur circus to be given in April by
the Orange Driving and Athletic Club.
The club is well managed and enthusiastic,
with a strong committee, Messrs Horn.
Wilson. Gregory, Oliver de Grey Vander-
bilt and Walter Grand being among the
members, and for instructors il lias Very

competent men for both the riding and
acrobatic parts of the performance. Ama¬
teur circuses are very good fun. There is a

pleasing contrast in the appearance of one's

{male friend in tights essaying to break his:
neck battonle leaping, and the same crea-

ture in a dress suit hunting for lobster and
birds on the club supper table afterward.
A few years ago the James Water-
hurys, of Plaisauuee, and the Westchester
County Club, gave several of these per-
forma noes, wjiieh at the time were voted
quite the best things going, and I am glad
to see the spirit revived.

* * .

A stag dinner Is to be given on March
29 by Mr. Philip Livingston in honor of

Mr. Newbold Mortis, who will marry Miss

Helen Kingsland, on April 9 at St. Bar¬

tholomew's Church.
* * *

When early Spring comes then come tar¬

pon on the Gulf side of Florida, and certain
enthusiasts among the athletic colony from

the North set forth to angle for these big¬
gest. silverest and gastronomiesHy most
worthless of the herring family. To catch
a tarpon requires leisure.a good bit of it.
money in plenty, patience, luck and skill,
ior though the tackle is heavy, so is the
linh, and were it not for the shoal water
where you lish you would not kill. The
combination of a 120-pound woman on the
butt end of a bass rod and a 150-pound tar¬

pon six feet long and shining white, like
the reflected souls of all the silverltes in
both houses of Congress, at the far end of
150 feet of line may seem an odd one, but
it occurs, and there are a number of wo¬

men who have won the right by conquest
of wearing silver scale belts' cut from
the tough skin of the mighty fish. For ex¬

ample. Mrs. Patterson, of Philadelphia,
caught two large tarpon before breakfast
the other day, which is almost as difficult a

feat as that of the duchess when she be¬
lieved six impossible things in the same

space of time. Mrs. Pierre Lorillard and
Miss Van Rensselaer also did good service
with their rods.

? ? »

The Henry Mortimer Brookses, of Fifth

avenue, will sail for Europe on the 25th.

They expect to return early in June.
* « . /

I really wonder how many times Mr.
Lloyd Phoenix has crossed the water in his
own ship. His old schooner Intrepid was as

well known on the Western Ocean as any
of the ocean liners, and now the new In¬
trepid, with her three masts and auxiliary
steam, and Mr. Whitney Warren as guest
is just turning her shapely nose to tlieeast-
ward. I believe thoroughly that since
Lloyd Phoenix resigned from the navy he
has done for his own pleasure more sea
service than the department would have
ordered had he remained In it. I h?ve
heard it hinted that this addiction to the
sea was partly due to the fact that In-
trepid's owner is a very susceptible person,
and if you take care there need be no fe¬
male persons about when vou are on the
high seas.

»
.
*

The management of Ivoster & Rial's
must look with approval on the tone of
high society given its box circle by the
presence of society.Goelets, Carys, et al. It
is quite the thing in this season of gloom
to eat a sustaining dinner at the Waldorf
and then to be still further sustained and
lifted by the contemplation of La Loie
turning herself into the semblance of a

oalla.Lily of tke Nile, I believe she
terms it.

* * .

Society, in addition to becoming aware

that good food and wine properly served
and in judicious moderation, are conducive
to a proper Lenten frame of mind, has
also discovered that an enjoyable pen¬
ance.a sort of light sackcloth and ashes.
may be had by sacrificing oneself at the
shrine of mental improvement, and conse¬
quently the smart portion of town is given
up to readings on all sorts o subiects
lor example, on Monday Mrs. Ervinjr
Winston gave a reading of "Eveline" at
aus. a. u. Stone s apartments, in the
Navarro, and Miss Adele Fields told her
audience about China and Japan, and
Mrs. Milward Adams lectured at Mrs. Van
benren s, ^so. 21 West Fourteenth street
and so on through the week, half a dozen
talks and lectures a day, all favorably at¬
tended. Among them was a very compre

Mlss Marr Thacher Mc-1
Gill, called Talks All Over the Wonu "

\r .Ier^ 1 ot a lecture. Then too
Mrs. John Sherwood was announced in

n°nmf^Wh? ^frntor a ThiVrsZwitalk
Ho.. » vi

be -American Chris¬
tians. Mrs. Sherwood's readings, alwavs
popular, had last week an unusual y lar^e
attendance, as the subject was a novel
one, and many people wonderel where
the reader was to find data for a history
of American Christianity, considered as a
thing apart and diverse from other vari-
eties of whe religion. However, *s the dis-.
courses turned out to be a well-informed
one on the interesting history of "Armenian

/ Sov^
Christianity," the curious went away with
their wonderment uJ}s0'vei'- .. .,t 0v>-The very strict Roman ( atlioiiG
serve Lent seriously. A series of lectures
are being given by the Rev. Father Mac-
Mnhon at three different residences. The

wi held at Mrs. Adrain Iselin s, th<

theTal will bSe
* *

*

Apropos of the Lenten desire for informa-
tion, and also illustrative of the enthusias-
tic nature of scientific men. a professor of
anatomy, who has made his mark by sue-

cessful X ray experiments, was obsen<m
retention the other evening to be mas-fnga close Study of a lady of great s ze and

proportionate plainness. In answer to a'ffihstfs?t
armed with the possible kodak of [>'Jor3'ii-- ct" *¦»«.«
tlie Roentgen ray Inquisitor. .

Among the deaths of the week an espe¬
cially sad one is that of Mr. Richard Irvin,
a man known and liked wherever he went-
on 'Change, in his clubs, or in the life ot the

an.l charming 1,-Yin's
over ..u,v

well-known families.
S*

Horse racing is truly the sport of kings
but like other things relative to majesty, t
comes high. Here, for example, is Mi.
Pierre Lorillard, who but lately entered ou
v,5^ second campaign against tin, strongIfsr-ar&RWiStfiirht Mr Lorillard liad to select o\ei twen?rho". of varied ««<¦» <.n r*»

5-r»«TvV to SSTSeS'S):
finally to placo on the shipment an insur
.nice of s:|oti,000 01V thereabout. In addi¬
tion there confes in the freight money, So
that' by the time Mr. Lorillard s beasts are
led from London to Epsom Downs it will
reouire the aid of several goodly purses to
nav the first costs of the venture. Mr.
l orillard has many well-wishers, and every
one hopes that these purses will fall in fast
and frequent, and that if any successful
couns are made the mistakes which oc¬
curred hi Parole's year, when the agent, by
Inadvertence, bet dollars when soveieigns
were ordered, may not be repeated.

* * *

I hear that Mr. Cornelius Vagderbilt
would like to get rid of his palace. It
doesn't altogether come up to his expecta¬
tions and he would like to try again. This
sort of discontent is natural. When a man
tries to live in a palace ho is apt to feel
like the snail wlio took refuge in the lob¬
ster shell.the surroundings are too much
for him. Abroad, the only cozy, livable
corners of palaces are where the architect
in pity has run in a suite of small rooms.

*
.
*

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Astor have joined the
eastern flight of fashion, and will make a

short European trip, beginning at Genoa
Bv June, however, the Astors will be back
at Ferncliffe on the Hudson, where much
entertaining will be done. Mr. Astor Is askilled and practical mechanic and deeply
informed iu electric motors. While on the
subject of the Astors, it is not generally
known that the estate of the original John
Jacob Astor. who died half a century and
more airo, lias never been formally settled,

its trustees still hold large amounts of
residuarv property which cannot be divided
until certain trusts terminate.

» * *

Miss Anna Warren Story will give a re¬

cital on Friday evening, Mareh 40, at the
Carnegie Lyceum. She will be assisted by\i'c! Vli/abeth C. 'iaffuey, soprano; Carl
Huko Em'el, violinist, find Victor Har¬
ris, the accompanist. Miss Story is a lVeJ'"known >vcitationist, being a teacher in
some of our fashionable schools and an
entjitainer in private ^parlors.
Mrs. J. Edgar Bull, of No»^R4 Gramercy

Park, entertined the Amusement Club on
Thursday evening.

» * . y
The first drawing room of the season was

held by the Princess of Wales in behalf of
the Queen on Wednesday, at Buckingham
Palace Among some Americans presented
were Miss Curtis, of Boston, a cousin of
I adv Playfair, who spent last Summer with
her relatives in Boston, and Mrs. W. J.
Ritchie who was formerly Miss Roach, of
Cincinnati. The American ladies were
presented by Mrs. Bayard, who gave a
drawing room tea at her residence after
tlie presentation. *

(T\t{. EDISOjM'5
DISWEF^Y.

Continued from Seventeenth Piiffe.

Edison spoke, is a most primitive and sim¬

ple affair. It is composed of two layers of

mica, about four inches square- Between

these layers are spread tiny crystals of

platiuo cyanide of barium. These crystals
are about half as large as the crystals of
ordinary granulated sugar, aud they are

spread as thin as possible between the mica,
which is then fastened at the ends. Platino

cyanide of barium is an exceedingly scarce

and costly salt, which has the property of
fluorescence or phosphorescence; that is, the

property of holding and giving out light,
very much as the diamond or phosphorus
gives out light.

It is this property which makes it possible
for the human eye to see through a fluo¬

rescent screen rays of light which would

otherwise be invisible. In other words,
these crystals have the power of receiving
and retaining the light rays and carrying
them into the eye, just as a photographic
plate has tlie power of retaining the rays in
such a way as to effect a chemical -decom¬

position that shall leave a photograph. The

property of fluorescence, which is common

to phosphorous, diamonds and other sub¬

stances, as well as the platino cyanide of

bariuui, is described in the Century Dic¬

tionary in this way: "Fluorescence con¬

sists in the continuation of the molecular
vibrations, causing the emission of light
after the body has ceased to be exposed to

the light radiation, or, more generally, ra¬

diant energy to which this motion is due.
This is seen in the case of the diamond,
chlorophane, sugar, barium, calcium sul¬

phite and many other substances."
For the purposes of his experiments, Mr.

Edison takes this "fluorescent screen" and

fastens it to the bottom of an empty paste¬
board box that is covered with black paper.
The box is about six inches square and
seven inches deep, but its proportions have
nothing to do with the actual results of the
experiments. In the top of the box, imme¬

diately aboveV the screen, there is cut a

round hole for the eye. This completes,
with the Crookes tube, the entire apparatus
that is necessary, and that was used by the
reporter in looking through the solid body of
a magazine and blocks of wood of varying
thicknesses. Pressing the eye closely to the

peep-hole in the top of the box, and hold¬

ing it as close as possible to the tube from

which the cathode rays were being dis¬
charged, a white space could be distinctly
seen through the solid bottom of the bos.
That was the first experiment.
"Now," said Mr. Edison, "pass your hand

along the bottom of the box, so that It
comes between your eye and the light. Can

you see anything?"
A shadow ttas distinctly visible through

the thickness of pasteboard. Every move¬

ment of the fingers could be clearly traced.
"Now, then, put up the magazine."
The magazine, the current number of the

Cosmopolitan, was put up in front of the
box, aud the reporter looked again. The
white space was seen as clear and distinct
almost as it was when tl*e bottom of the
box alone intervened between the eye and
the glass tribe. The working of the fingers
and every movement of the hand could be
ns distinctly n>nd^ <vit. All this time no

%
- TV

special effort had been made to shut out all
the light rays from the back, which filtered
in through various crevices and holes in
the partition of the dark room. Now, how¬
ever, an experiment was to be made with
a two-Inch plank, and Mr. Edison directed
the reporter to press his eye just as close
to the hole in the box as he coul ret it,
and to shut up his other eye just as tightly
as possible. This done, the two-inch plank
was set up between the bottom of the box
and the tube. At first nothing could be
seen. Where the white spot had shown
before everything was black and dark.
"Can you see?" asked Mr. Edison.
"No; not a thing."
"Let me try."
The Wizard pressed his eye to the peep¬

hole. He, too, could see nothing apparent¬
ly, for, turning to his assistant, he said:
"Put on two more cells, Brown."
This meant that the battery force that

was producing the electric rays should be
increased: The glass tube sputtered for a

second or two under the increased force,
and then settled down again to a steady
glow. »

"Now, try it," said Mr. Edison.
This time, as soon as the eye became

focussed, a dim glow could be seen, but it
was very vague and shadowy.
"Put on two more cells, Brown," said Mr.

Edison, when the condition of affairs in¬
side the box was explained to him.
The dim patch of light grew stronger and

still stronger, until within a minute or so

it gleamed as distinct as it had through the
magazine.
"Now, can you see anything?"
"Yes; I see a shadow moving."
"That's my hand," Mr. Edison said.

"Now, what do you see?"
"The movement of your finger."
Mr. Edison picked up a block of wood,

which was a cube eight inches long, six
inches wide and six inches high, cut from
the end of a beam that hud oncfc been used
as a supporting timber.
Mr. Edison held up the block in front of

the Crookes tube, and the reporter, after
screwing his eye into the peep-hole of the
pasteboard box just as closely as he could,
brought the fluorescent stream in range.
The bottom of the box was set solidly
against the further side of the block of
wood and then the electric current was

turned on in the Crookes' tube. The re¬

porter stared as hard as he eonld wth his
one eye, keeping the other closely covered.
Nothing was visible. Everything remained
black and dark. The block of wood was

moved away and still there was 110 ray of
light or semblance of light.
"Can't see anything, eh?" Mr. Edison in¬

quired.
"Not a thing."
"That's it. Something has gone wrong

with the Infernal tube. Now look at It
yourself. Can you see any difference. Does
not the light glow Just as steadily as

it did before when you saw through the
two-inch plank?"

It certainly did.
"If some one could only tell me now,"

the Wizard said, wearily, "what it Is
that, has changed in that thing, we would
have easy sailing. But nobody can. We
simply have to go ahead and experiment
and experiment until we strike It. We'll
1 rv it with a new till" ."

The exhaust machinery was put to work
and in the course of half an hour a new
tube was ready. It was put on, aud from
the start proved a failure.
"We'll have to try a larger one, I

guess," commented Mr. Edison, and a tube
about five inches long was put on. The
mercury trickled down and down, and
soon the test showed that there was a

perfect vacuum. The stem of the tube was
heated by means of a blow-light to ex¬
haust the gases, and then it was sealed
up. After this performance had been gone
through with the tube was mounted, the
current was turned on, and after the
light had been burning for about Ave min¬
utes, settling down to a steady bvam, Mr.
Edison said:

"There, we'll try it again." The block
of wood and the box were placed in po¬
sition and the reporter looked. At first
it apneared as if this experiment, too,
would be a failure. But just at the moment
when this seemed to be a fact a faint
shimmer of white began to come up out
of the dark. This grew stronger and stron¬
ger, and soon the patch of light showed
with a]most as much strength as it had
shown when only a couple of Inches of
wood intervened between the eye and the
light. A shadow, very faint, passed over
the light area.
"Did you see anything?" Mr. Edison

asked.
"Yes; a shadow."
"Try it again. Take your own hand."
The reporter passed his hand across the

fr.ce of the block of wood and clearly saw
his hand and fingers.
It was not clear, even, as had been the

other shadow, but it certainly was so clear
that anybody with ordinary eyesight could
have seen it.
The reporter had looked through a solid

mass several inches in thickness. After
that everything seemed possible, and Mr.
Edison's declaration that the time would
come when a person could look through a
brick wall no longer has a single trace of the
improbable about it.
There is one feature, however, in this con¬

nection that has never been made clear to
the ordinary layman. The general impres¬
sion seems to be that the time will come
when persons can, with the aid of the X ray,
look into si house from the outtside. This
will never be possible, unless isome new

power is developed in connection with the
phenomenon. In order to see through solid
substances it is necessary to bav-e the sub¬
stance to be seen through between the lamp
and the eye. That is to say, if one wants to
see into a room through a closed door, the
light-giving tube would have to be inside
the room.

It is for this same reason that the ordinary
process of photography has not availed in
working with the cathode ray. The rays
have the power of penetration, but not
of reflection. They can make shadow¬
graphs, but not photographs. The photo¬
graphic plate must always bo placed behind
the object, instead of in front of it, as is
done In ordinary photography.
"But," as Mr. Edison said, "we are dealing

now with forces that are entirely beyond us.

We cannot even guess at their possibilities.
Yon have seen for yourself that they enable
the eye to penetrate through a thickness of
eight inches of wood. Who shall then guesa
what mnv lie done in the future?"


